Some Outdoor Activities: Many are from “The Kids Nature Book” by, Susan Milord
Winter:

Look for tracks in the snow.

Turn over wooden boards... whose hibernating?

Think of some “Winter Words”

How do the animals stay warm? How do we stay warm?

How do plants survive winter?

Watch for snow

Create a winter weather station 

Catch a snow crystal

Make a snow gauge

Create windsocks

Look for signs left by foraging animals

Feed the birds! 

Build a snow structure for animals

Dress a snowperson for the birds

Dripping water... make your own icicles

Explore deciduous trees in winter

Take a look at evergreens

Make bark rubbings

Count the rings on a tree stump

Build bird houses

Look for sign of the first spring bulbs

Choose seeds for spring

Cut branches to bring inside to watch them bloom

Mix up a batch of potting soil

Start seeds inside

Make a cold frame to start plants early
Spring

How do you know spring has arrived?

Look for signs of spring

What new birds do we see?

Insects wake up! Let’s identify some

Make mud

Creating nesting sacks for the birds

Make a rain gauge

Create bird and butterfly baths 

Measure a plant or a patch of grass

Search for tiny blossoms

Look for tracks in the mud

Make an animal track cast

Look for earthworms

Plant a tree

Hatch some butterflies for your garden

Create a movement activity based on the flight of birds, bugs and butterflies

Make a flower press

Plant some seeds outdoors

Plant night blooming flowers for moths

Plant perennials

And annuals 
Summer:

Attract spiders with a garden “web site”

Hunt for insect homes

Garden, garden, garden!

Have a picnic

Plant milkweed for Monarchs!

Harvest some herbs for crafts cooking and potpourri

Press some flowers

Make paint from plants and rocks

Make a sundial

Place rocks in the garden for insects, spiders, butterflies amphibians and reptiles
Autumn
Plant for migratory monarchs, hummingbirds and other birds

Collect seeds

Compare seeds

Bring tender plants indoors

Plant bulbs for spring

Look for insects in leaf litter

Collect and compare leaves

Note the first frost

Look for wooly bear caterpillars

Watch for woodchucks

Look for squirrel’s hording food

Look for masses of ladybugs getting ready to hibernate

Gather acorns

Look for acorn weevils

Make leaf rubbings

Make bird feeders bird feeders bird feeders

Plant wild food for the birds

Make a compost heap

Rake leaves

Print with leaves

Listen for geese

Make a vine wreath

Dig a hole for a live Christmas tree

Beyond the backyard:

Learn where Monarchs and hummingbirds go for the winter…………..
In All Seasons

Animal Signs

Earthworms

Foods

Plants Seed Search

Mapping

Sketching

Recording and identifying sounds

Charting and graphing

Collect, identify dry and press flowers

Collect seeds for future plants

Bird identification charts

Raise plants from seeds

Nature scavenger walks

Adopt a tree and watch it change over time

Take photographs and document the changes

Maintain a scrapbook

Collect and count rocks

Sort and classify

The colors of the season matching game.

Ven diagrams

